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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SINGAPORE 1732 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: EGEN, SN 

SUB J : REQUEST FOR DATA ON NATURAL RUBBER PRICES 
REF: STATE 092578 

1 . ALTHOUGH A CHECK WITH RUBBER ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY GNOH CHONG HOK INDICATES DATA REQUESTED REFTEL 
IS AVAILABLE, RETRIEVAL WILL BE CUMBERSOME AND REQUIRE 
CONSIDERABLE EFFORT ON PART OF SHORTHANDED RAS STAFF 
WHICH IN PROCESS OF REORGANIZING FOLLOWING RECENT MOVE 
TO NEW QUARTERS. (BY ROUGH CALCULATION, TASK WILL 
INVOLVE TRANSFERRING BY HAND OVER 10,000 ENTRIES FROM 
SEVERAL SOURCES.) WOULD QUARTERLY FIGURES SUFFICE? 

IF DAILY FIGURES ARE REQUIRED, WOULD APPRECIATE FULL 
EXPLANATION OF REQUIREMENT SO WE CAN BETTER EXPLAIN 
REQUIREMENT TO RAS. 

2. EMBASSY'S RELATIONSHIP WITH GNOH IS VERY GOOD, 

HOWEVER, HE WAS FAR FROM ENTHUSIASTIC WHEN WE MADE 
INITIAL INQUIRY REGARDING A VAIL ABU ,ITY OF DAILY 
STATISTICS AND WE WOULD PREFER NOT TO ASK FOR THIS 
DATA UNLESS IT ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. 
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